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Group Art Unit: 
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Director of The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Applicants gratefully note the allowance of Claims 1-8, 13, and 16-20 in the 
present patent application. While Applicants believe the claims are allowable. 
Applicants believe that the statement of reasons for allowance in this case is improper. 
As to each of independent claims 1 and 16, the Examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance is that the prior art fails to disclose or suggest all of the limitations of these 
claims including some specifically identified features. Thus, this statement is 
ambiguous in that it suggests that each of the limitations of the independent claims are 
required for patentability while also implying that only specific limitations are important 



Sir: 



with respect to patentability. As to tlie implication that every limitation of these claims is 
Important to patentability, Applicants do not acquiesce that patentability resides In each 
identified feature or combination of features or that each feature of combination of 
features as recited in the claims is required for patentability, or that equivalence of any 
of the recited features are outside the scope of the claims. With respect to the 
implication that only the identified features are important to establishing patentability, 
Applicants do not acquiesce that patentability resides only in the specifically identified 
feature or that such feature is required for patentability, or that equivalence of the 
specified features are outside the scope of the claims. Moreover, to the extent the 
reasons for allowance do not separately address the additional subject matter of the 
remaining claims (Claims 2-8, 13 and 17-20), Applicants do not acquiesce to any 
inference that these claims do not present patentable subject matter Independent of the 
patentability of the independent claims. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248)641-1600 

MEH/kq 



Respectfully submitted, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

September 8, 2004 
10/014,671 
December 1 1 , 2001 
Ryan J. Schoenefeld 
3731 

D. Jacobs Davis 



METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR USE OF A GUIDE 
WIRE CAPTURING SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 



Attorney Docket: 5490-000266 



Director of The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 



TRANSMITTAL OF FORMAL DRAWINGS 



Enclosed for filing are six (6) "Replacement Sheets" including formal drawings 
(Figs. 1-12) for the above-identified patent application. Applicant respectfully requests 
that the enclosed FORMAL DRAWINGS replace the most recent drawings filed with the 
application. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Date: \l> oOT Z^gjo'-t 

Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48303 
248-641-1600 
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